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Summary of reasons for decision: 

The publication is classified as objectionable. The decision is based on the extent and degree to 
which, and the manner in which, the book promotes and encourages criminal activity. 

The magazine is a special collector's edition which is part of the 'Best Of High Times' range. The 
publication is a "lifestyle" magazine, with a particular focus on the clandestine hydroponic 
cultivation of cannabis. The magazine is published in the United States and its content is almost 
entirely focused on North America. Of particular concern to the Classification Office is the 
extensive instructional material on the cultivation of cannabis. The classification of three previous 
issues of'High Times' by the Film and Literature Board of Review was based on the publications' 
dominant effect. The board argued that the inclusion of instructional material alone was 
insufficient to ban publications which were otherwise a legitimate voice for law reform and 
lifestyle issues. The Board argued further that it is not surprising for a magazine which advocates 
for law reform to contain elements which promote and encourage criminal activity. The current 
publication is very different to the three previously classified issues of 'High Times’ in that the 
majority of its content instmcts the reader on the clandestine cultivation of cannabis. The small 




amount of material informing about medical marijuana is not sufficient to give the magazine its 
dominant effect. The publication promotes and encourages the criminal act of cannabis 
cultivation to a high degree and is therefore classified as objectionable. 

Having considered the Bill of Rights throughout the Office's application of the statutory criteria 
to this publication, and having identified the injuries to the public good that the availability of this 
publication is likely to create, it is apparent that injury to the public good is likely to result from 
the publication being made available to anyone, regardless of age. Although a classification of 
"objectionable" violates freedom of expression, it is the only classification that sufficiently 
reduces the risk presented by the availability of the publication. 



